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MACKENZIE COUNTY

h REQUEST FOR DECISION

Mackenzie Ca:m{y i

Meeting: Regular Council Meeting

Meeting Date: March 26, 2014

John Klassen, Director of Environmental Services &
Operations

Policy PW039 Rural Road, Access Construction and Surface
Water Management Policy

Presented By:

Title:

BACKGROUND / PROPOSAL:

On March 25, 2014 administration presented to the Public Works Committee a
proposed amendment to Policy PWO039 (revised Policy will be handed out at the
meeting) and the following motion was passed;

MOTION PW-14-03-018 MOVED by Reeve Neufeld

To recommend to Council that the Rural Road, Access
Construction and Surface Water Management Policy —
PWO039 be amended as presented.

CARRIED

This relates to an increasing number of applications from commercial/industrial lot
owners to completely fill the ditch area adjacent to their property which will maximize
access to the lot.

We currently have been allowing this to take place as the policy only states a minimum
width requirement and does not mention a maximum width.

We feel the continuation of such practice will create problems for the County in the
future, such as:
e Snow removal issues, if the ditches are filled it provides us no place to leave the
snow from road clearing.
e Drainage problems — this creates a substandard, shallow culvert style storm
sewer that is prone to freezing and may require additional time and effort for
steaming in spring.
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OPTIONS & BENEFITS:

Option 1: (recommended)
To revise the policy as per the Public Works Committee’s recommendation and
grandfather in the existing accesses that are over width.

Option 2:
To leave the current policy in place and have no restriction on access widths.

Administration feels there is no benefit to the County in allowing lot owners to
completely fill the ditches adjacent to their property.

COSTS & SOURCE OF FUNDING:

NA

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN:

NA

COMMUNICATION:

We can post the revisions on our Web-site, Face-book page and County Image in order
to inform the general public of any revision to the Policy.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

That Policy PW039 Rural Road, Access Construction and Surface Water Management
Policy be amended as presented.
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Policy PW039 Rural Road, Access Construction and
Surface Water Management Policy

ACCESS CONSTRUCTION (APPROACH/DRIVEWAY)

Policy Statement

Page 5

Mackenzie County shall adopt standards to provide safe, legal and defined accesses
from any County road while maintaining and not disrupting current surface water

management patterns.

Guidelines

1. Applications for the construction, reconstruction or alteration of any access shall
be submitted in the form contained in Schedule G and will be accepted by
Mackenzie County any time throughout the year. The submitted applications will
be reviewed and the applicant shall be provided with an initial response within 30
days of receiving the application.

2. The Applicant shall be solely responsible for all costs associated with the
construction and maintenance of the access.

3. Unless otherwise approved by Mackenzie County all accesses shall meet the
following standards and be constructed in accordance with Mackenzie County
specifications.

Minimum Minimum/Max Turning Access
Access Type Setback from Finished Top Radius on E::‘w';: D?:x:{; ’ cs":::e: Side Gravel
Intersection Width Shoulders 9 P Slope
50 meters Min -8 meters standard 13 m length, . . 15-20mm size,
Rural (165 ft) Max -16 meters [l 600mme a1 31 50mm depth
Urban Residential 6.1 meters Min -6 meters ——_— standard 12 m length, 15-20mm size,
(rural standard) (20 ft) Max -12 meters 600mme 50mm depth
Urban Residential -
(curb, gutter & 6'1(2'13?:;% Min - 6 meters N/A N/A N/A N/A 1302:: rrr?rgeSItZl? !
sidewalk) P
Urm’;gggl'r{”rﬁg'l""” 10 meters Min -10 meters | o standard 15 m length, w ” 15-20mm size,
standard) (33 ft) Max -20 meters 600mme 50mm depth
Urban Commercial/ .
Industrial (curb, gutter 10(5;?39%?5 Min -10 meters N/A N/A N/A N/A 126?::?:'? ’
& sidewalk) P
Hamlet Country 6.1 meters Min -8 meters B standard 13 m length, a:1 3: 15-20mm size,
Residential (20 ft) Max -16 meters 600mma ’ ’ 50mm depth
. . At the discretion
50 meters At the discretion of the . . :
Temporary (rural) (165 ft) 8 meters 10 meters Director of Operations 31 3:1 of the Director of

Operations
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10.

11.

12.

13.

For accesses to Institutional, Commercial, Industrial, Hamlet Country Residential,
Rural Country Residential, Hamlet General and Direct Control properties, which
connect to paved County roads, shall be provided with a paved apron extending
from the edge of the shoulder to the property line or for a distance of 4 meters,
whichever is less.

The Applicant shall arrange and pay for all utility locates within the area of the
access and shall obtain approvals from any affected utility companies and submit
the said approvals to the County prior to the start of any construction.

The Applicant shall be solely responsible for the costs of all investigations,
modifications or repairs to utility installations.

Mackenzie County will approve only one rural access per titled property (rural or

urban) {agreultural-land-and-subdivisions): Any and all subsequent accesses will

be at the discretion of Council. Where deemed applicable and beneficial, a shared
access to agricultural lands will be mandated.

All subdivisions, with the exception of curb and gutter streets, shall provide an
access to each lot being created and to the balance of the lands to County
standards prior to the registration of the subdivision.

Mackenzie County shall inspect each access after completion and if the access
does not meet the standards of the County, the Applicant shall be responsible for
all costs and construction required to bring the access to acceptable standards.

Mackenzie County will not supply any material or be responsible for any costs
associated with the construction and/or removal of temporary accesses and these
shall be removed at the end of the intended use and the area of the access
restored to its original condition.

Mackenzie County reserves the right to change the location of the proposed
access if this is deemed necessary to protect the County’s municipal servicing
infrastructure.

Rural accesses must be constructed at a location which provides a minimum 100
meters unobstructed sight distance in each direction and shall be at least 50
meters from other accesses or intersections.

The Province of Alberta may not permit accesses to be constructed from roads
under their jurisdiction unless the access is aligned with a road allowance under
the jurisdiction of Mackenzie County and such accesses shall require the approval
of Alberta Transportation.
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Mackenzie County Endeavour to Assist

Although all costs relating to application for and construction of accesses shall be paid
by the Applicants, Mackenzie County, at its sole discretion, may provide assistance in
the form of:

1.

supporting an application to construct an access from a road under the jurisdiction
of the Province of Alberta if said access is aligned with a proposed major/collector
road to be constructed by Mackenzie County;

if the application for an access aligned with a major/collector road from a road
under the jurisdiction of the Province of Alberta is approved by Alberta
Transportation and the County, the County may pay the cost of construction;

the supply of a culven, if required, for the construction of the first access to a rural
guarter section or river lot provided that the access has been built to Mackenzie
County standards and approved by the County (any and all subsequent accesses
will be at the sole responsibility of the Applicant to supply, construct and install in
accordance with Mackenzie County standards); and,

The County will assume responsibility for maintenance of accesses within the
boundaries of the road allowance, (as described in the aforementioned item #1)
when it has been approved and accepted.



